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Adding e-Resource Links to Blackboard 


Creating Reading Lists in Blackboard Using Library Database Content

If you would like to insert articles from journals, magazines or newspapers into your course, but have concerns about copyright and link stability, here is a solution for you. The Learning Resources Centre (Library) subscribes to many databases containing articles, videos, business profiles and case law with links that you can embed into BB.
First you will need to search for a likely article or video from a library e-resource. Secondly, you need to locate the durable link (also called persistent or perma-link) to that item. This link will be located within the body of the article’s or video’s record. 
A link from one of the library databases may look like this - http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=8605&xtid=8524&loid=81335
Before placing the link within BB you need to append the link with our authentication prefix. Many of our resources are by subscription and the prefix enables the link to detect if the user has the right to access the document. If the student is onsite, they will be able to access the link immediately via the College’s IP.  If they are offsite they will be asked to login with their Library Account. (An active library account is essential for any faculty, staff or student to access library e-resources offsite. Please contact your campus library for more information)
The prefix is this – http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=
The a database link with the prefix might look like this - 
http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=8605&xtid=8524&loid=81335
NEW: The Link Generator - an easy way to generate a link for BB from a library resource that contains the off campus authentication code in one easy step. No need to remember the prefix or worry about typing it incorrectly.
· First cut the required link from the library resource. (as outlined in the instructions below)

· Open the Link Generator and paste the link into the box.

· Click create link

· Cut and paste the created link into BB. (External links as URL – open in new window)
This example (below) includes information you may want to consider including with a link placed in BB. 

To comply with Canadian Copyright you should include a citation of the linked item in the citation format used within your classes.

As off campus students will need to authenticate to view the item you also may want to include information regarding the necessity of obtaining a library account
____________________________________________________________________
Movies and Baby Boomers (1:07)

http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=8605&xtid=8524&loid=81335
For baby boomers, film represented a different reality. Television was not the babysitter. Films represented a society and culture to audiences who were primed to see and hear the messages.

Media Impact. Films Media Group, 1997. Films On Demand. Web. 22 September 2010

This link may be viewed from a computer at Algonquin College. Off site viewing will require a library account (login and PIN). If you have an Algonquin College photo ID, please e-mail the library with a request to activate your library account to lrc@algonquincollege.com. Be sure to include your student number in your e-mail request.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Some Tips on Capturing Links from the Most Popular e-Resources.

Capturing Links from EBSCO Databases 
1. Choose an EBSCO database 
2. Do your search 

Once you have arrived at a suitable article click on the title of the article. This will reveal the detailed record of the article. Down the right side of the record you will see a list of tools available for you to use with the article contents. Click on “permalink” which is what the vendor calls their persistent links. This will generate your link to this article. You can cut and paste this link into a document or add it as an external link (URL).
 If you wish to place the link in BB, or have it accessible from off campus, don’t forget to add the authentication prefix. (http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=) 
If you choose “e-mail” from the tool menu the article is sent to you as a record of the links you have created and you also receive html coding  for the link in case you wish to build it within a page. 
	
	

	
	

	
	


Capturing Links from Proquest Databases 
1. Choose Proquest database 
2. Do your search
Once you have arrived at a suitable article click on the title of the article. This will reveal the detailed record of the article. You’ll find a TAG option as part of the tool bar that appears above the article’s title. When you click TAG this will bring you down to the document link contained in the record or you can simply scroll down to it.  You can cut and paste this link into a document. 

 If you wish to place the link in BB, or have it accessible from off campus, don’t forget to add the authentication prefix. (http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=)
E-mailing an article will also generate a durable link at beginning of the text within the e-mail. 
Example:

View this document in Proquest - http:// ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx? =http://search.proquest.com/docview/864312628?accountid=39943
Please note an error has been identified within the Proquest databases. The TAG option will reveal a link with the prefix already appended, but there is an error within the link. You must remove the flawed code before you place the link into BB. The vendor is aware of this problem.

http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=/?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/840079938?accountid=39943
Capturing Links from Gale Databases 
1. Choose Gale database 
2. Do your search

Once you have arrived at a suitable article click on the title of the article. This will reveal the detailed record of the article. At the end of the article you will find a “Document URL”. You can cut and paste this link into a document.

Document URL
http://find.galegroup.com/gps/infomark.do?&contentSet=IAC-Documents&type=retrieve&tabID=T003&prodId=IPS&docId=A255816410&source=gale&srcprod=ITOF&userGroupName=ko_acd_ac&version=1.0
If you wish to place the link in BB, or have it accessible from off campus, don’t forget to add the authentication prefix. (http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=)
Capturing Links from the Film on Demand Database (video)
1. Choose the Film on Demand database 
2. Do your search – you may browse or search for segments of videos/complete video titles.
	Once you have chosen a suitable item click on the title or the video icon of the item. This will reveal the detailed record and the video play screen for the item. Below the video play screen you will find tools you can use with the videos. Select “details” this will reveal the durable link to the title as well as the html code. You can cut and paste this link into a document.

	


If you wish to place the link in BB, or have it accessible from off campus, don’t forget to add the authentication prefix. (http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=)
Troubleshooting durable links:

It is essential to test links you have placed in your course both on site and off site.

If you are creating links offsite, the vendor’s website may add additional pieces into the generated link to account that may cause trouble with your link.

Example: http://ra.ocls.ca/ra/login.aspx?url=http://search.ebscohost.com.rap.ocls.ca/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ddh&AN=23240156&site=ehost-live
In this case link includes unnecessary information -  rap.ocls.ca -  when this piece is removed the link will authenticate properly both on and off campus.
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