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After an.es'pec.ially- to.u..gl'; year marked

by a three-week strike that left already .

stressed graduating students and facul
ty worried they wouldn’t finish the
vear on time, the convocation cere

monies for Algonquin College studeqts ¥

this week were especially sweet.
More than 6oo graduates proudly

marched into Scotiabank Place Thurs-
day afternoon for the first of the:

spring convocations, as their families
and friends nearly drowned out the

organ with their applause. ‘Altogether,
5,674 students graduated from the

schoolthjs week in four separa.te cer
monies..
Ron La\rergne was at the aftemoon

event to support his stepson. 21-year-
. old Joey Larche, who was graduating
from the School of Advanced Technol-

agy with seven other family members.

As the graduates from the School.
of Advanced Technology, School of -
Transportation and Building Trades
and the Police and Public Safery Insti-
tute broke a little pre-event tension:
with somie horsing around in the pit of -
the arena, Mr, Lavergne spoke emo-
tionally about thz success of the stu-

dents.

“4IE's just great, he'said, addmg his ©
stepson was passionate about comput-

5 Ers, cars ancl life in general. “He's a
~good . lad, highly mtelllgent' ‘He's

i o Gillett presided over the convoca-
- tion and congratulated st!'._tdents_'fo_r_

In an address that ong'ratulated the
graduates for their achievements, but
mainly concentrated on the future,
asking the students to trust that they =
d given themselves the solid founda-:_: &
tion needed to succeed in their fields. .
- In 'writing her speech she said, she
tried to think back on what she herself -
wanted to hear when she sat waiting to
receive her own diploma five years ago. -
Dr. Jason Heavens of The Ottawa *
Hospital spoke to students graduating,
- from the School of Health and Com-
munity- Smdles on Thursday evening,’ '

world. In: eonly way the - Senators Hockey Club; and chhaef
orld has ever cbanged, he told the O’Byrne, news producer and co-an- -
students, quoting the anthropologist. -~ chor of CTV News at Noon, were the -
“People regret more what they don t - keynote speakers at )'esterday co
o than what they do.” - ; i Sl e
In her convoeation addres Consta- ;
‘ble Wendy Sparrow of the RCMP spuke ok
‘to students about the future job mar-
ket, highlighting the fact the baby-
‘boom generation will be retmng faster
than they canbe rep]aced :
-“The opportunities a:eendless." she__'{. ing the quality of their education.
““when faced with having to rush the
“'school year, the students whistled and
‘smiled as heartily for the teachers on-
stage as r.hey d.ld for each uther R

gonnagoalongway.”
- Algonquin College presxdent Robert

moments of the first ceremony was
~ the matched apprec::anon the smdenm' '
shared for their faculty. = -

To display their affection fora group '
- that was dedicated to not compromis- -

completing a journey “that wasn’t easy,”.
but made no reference to the strike.
He asked students to applaud those in
the audience who helped thern get to.
where they are today. - :
He quoted Sir Wmstcn Clmrchﬂ}
and anthropologist Maxgaret Mead to . said, and: pressed them to continue
inspire the class. * ¢ - -their quest forkuowiedge A
“Never doubt that a smalI gruup of . “Turge you not to let your learning
committed people could truly change :sto here Ichallenge yuu to turn learn-




* has finished school. On Thursday, Mr.. :
- Gal proudly graduated as a civil engi- - tion, the creative student first decided -

~been Son.wm:m toward ever since he gy and telecommunications as a pro
was a child ncbmnncn::m.noaamx - gram — something rm._mﬁmﬁ _.mmrmmm :

- hours building and :En.ﬁ.ﬂm Em.w:um

Adam Gal began his futurein

___H::m backyard, writes
- SUSAN Ea:_pz_.z_bu... :

~ slept at home at all.
~ fore them,” says the 24-year-old about

: ~who was also vammam:n om th mn_.&mbnm

-rained or the wind Em? he marched

ture, it became clear to Mr, Gal's fami-

- Bigthings

civil engineering technology -
as a boy, building tiny n_ﬁmm

is roommates sometimes got
worried. They would often call
Adam Gal on his cellphone to
Emwm sure the busy student was alive,:
and were baffled as. 5 érmnrmn he had

ing him a supportive environmen
. .Em?:m him mcmsﬁa in any new mcm_

“I used to show Eu to ,_...me m_.nﬁ. m
roommates and leave for school be-

..moﬁmsamm .E_Sb 1sit down, I nu: ”
believe what I've done.”
- Next, the busy graduate mmwm. _F
- would some day like to.try being a po-
-~ ‘lice officer. He’s already been on iz-
- ride-alongs with the Ottawa police
T - and remembers one in ?,_:_nsrs. :#:
n Em wmnm ina a.mombn. m_nnE.m Ewmsm at  “stood apart” from the rest.
age 21 with his young cousins in the  After shots were fired Ed:ma a west-
old sandbox, he knows he made the - end apartment building, he and the of-
2 ._:mrn.\n:c.nm... nd his grades started - ficer he rode with were among the first
..._EE.cﬁnm.mﬁ_nw@.mnmﬂ he Emam Em ~~on the scene to assess the situation. -
cewitch.: e e - “Iwon't lie, my heart was pound-
Outside Em.nwmmmwcca .. rm was Emn as - ing,” he said, adding that he was told to -
active, playing hockey, soccer and fris- - stay E.nrm.nmu while the officer met
‘bee while making time to volunteer  with the ..Bo_.._nm_...ﬂmua that took con-*-
with the Centre for Students with Dis-  trol of the area. He mmwm rm was mnmnmn_
bilities. At the centre, he helped stu- ~ but not fearful. = - ;
ents with invisible disabilities suchas ~ “We didn’t know who it was or S_F:
dyslexia and attention deficit a_monamn kind of gun it was. I love dealing with
members having to probe different ar-  touse technology as study aids: -~ ~people in general, .:Mm the community
made power lines with wﬁp n; my ._._.5.5 eas of a board using a prod tocheck ~  But it was his role as president of the basis. I know there is dealing with an
used tohatethat” = == = - the voltage levels mﬂa”mwﬁm.oﬁm.irmno _students association .»rmn...wmwn.r:.n. - ugly side of it but Emwm is :E roe&
It took him two weeks to vncvaE - there was aproblem.” .~ . awayfromhisbedthemost. .= . partofittoo”
build his sand-city and every time it . “I just Qro:mrnu..ﬁmr. Hdou t know “We ran athletics at the college; we “To celebrate his mn.a:;:c: Mr. Gal
where to begin.’! That was the begin- : ran the campus bar and soccer field,” * has mn.mmﬁmﬁ to lease his first car with

the more hectic times he endured as a
graduating Algonquin College student

m.mmoﬁm:o: — twice. -
The active former mEam:n is mmzﬁm .
some much-needed rest now that he

.waos._am he rwa a knack mcn c nmn.:n-

neering technologist — a goal he's - on electronics mdmamnﬂ_:m_ﬁn:wo_o

cities in his 25-by-25-foot sandbox. - -~ = - was niot for him.

“It was detailed, not just a road. ud ~“P've always tried moEnE.Sm Um».o_.m H..”
make a ramp or some bridges to go - say I don’t like it. That’s how I've pick-
over,” says Mr. Gal, who would spend = ed up different things here and there,
says Mr. Gal. However, he increasingly

found his classes cEEmnmmﬂEm." and hi

Bmwwm.vmmmu.ﬁo.m:u. :
‘During one class in particular, he

in the backyard of r_m vmnmsﬁm . roam in
NorthBay. = : o

"] remember one n_.:‘ I :nm_ a Em__..
way going into a city. I got sticks and

back outside to repair n_._o E:m_ma v..mnz _ning of the end of that nn.:nmﬂ. It wasn't ~ says Mr. Gal, who also serves on the ~ some of the money his parents have
power lines. - whatIwantedtodo” ~~ school’s board of governors and was ~ given him. He is still in close contact.
In Grade 10, when _zm ._:& a na.mnn- . He rarely quits mbﬁ_ﬂum 50, mdns.m». this yzar’s recipient of the President  with his former roommates, who don’t

added underground parking and a »n-. two difficult years in the program, - Rosse: Prize for his commitment to

subway system to the sandbox struc-. it was hard for Mr. Gal to switch no.n:?.. the ¢« llege community, mha Em. mnma?
. : : engineering technology. ~ * - micachievements.

lv what his talents were. But despite - But when he looks at the wide smile

. have 8.59@ as :Er: mwczﬁ r:.u m_d?
more. .

i 2 “Nowl mmﬁ to see :59 :..En — _m_ s
~In mid-May, the star mEamE i:o &- “iput it that way”
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Co]lege award
recognizes

contribution

to educatlon

For Janet Crupl
_:herstudents successes
; are the greatest reward

: BY SUSAN MOHAMMAD :

Waik mto Janet Crup ! oﬁice at Ai—
‘gonquin College and, instead of paper-
- stacks and academic books, you will
~500n notice her workspace is wallpa- -
- pered with cards and photos of former
: srudentg sharing their life celebrations

: ‘surrounded by the de
‘bonds and friendships she’s orged
w1th her, students over the years.

: named Ms. Cmp1 this y year ar's. rec1pient
' of the Dr I.aurent Isabelle Awarcl far

_'_'-_the program, like' gr un ellu:lg
and youth justice courses; as wellas”™

‘classes on ethical or social issues. The . -

. Correctional Worker Program will be.

" re-named the Commumty Iustu:e Ser-

- vices Program, a ¢ dgle she believes -

S fittmg because of 6 stereotypes '

ing locked up and pumshed but (the,
~ program is also about) how to prevent,
~ people from gem.ng into trouble in the o
“first place”

i She's. taught or deve ope

the courses in the program and, since
i }anuary WOrks wﬂhout a ﬁxil—tune fac- :
Culty e

;teach full-time on the condition she .

" my husband and children were deco-

markmg. she says. Her two sons are _

'iCrup1 helps her students decide on,
pla_ceme:_lt ina correctxonal fac_:mty or
tic violence shelter.
y Youth Justice. Services Network and zs

. vice-chairwoman of a crime preven-
“tion board in Ottawa. She still finds

© Alr Lions Football Club like she’s been, __
- doing for the past15 years. =

Ottawa Citizen
June 10, 2006

- This queen of multi-tasking, howev-

' -er, ‘faced a stressful situation this year.

" during the three-week strike at the col-
lege. As she walked the picket line, Ms.' -
-Crupi s shuffled a revised curriculum in,
“her head daﬂy because she didn't want.

" to compromise the education of her
' graduatmg studen s

. 'She is proud of th {
4 very fortunate to see the suc-

cess of my students in the community.. -
fI m comnutted to what Ido because I

. '‘Crupi makes it a priority to.
up clas c'ant_racts that reﬂect

1 In 199 s. Crupi was asked to:'

: abelle Award wﬂl be right at home in’
: :Ms Crup1 5 _oﬁ" mtb_. the many Ietters _

F: tér their young’
arned her Bache- -

her dedication as a teacher. ;
" “I can remember Christmases When _

‘'rating trees while I was smdymg and

‘now both students at the coﬂege ¥
-During the two-year program, Ms

one of 5z sites for their U{,-WEEk field

- She was chalrwaman of the Otta va,

time to spend five days a week coach-:-
ing seven- to 10-year-olds in the Bel-.

the Dr. Laurent Isabelle Award for her o
sigﬁfﬂcant con‘tribution to educatlon o




